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LIST OF ACRONYMS 
 

CERCLA Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 

DOE U.S. Department of Energy 

EM Office of Environmental Management 

FCAB Fernald Citizens Advisory Board  

FCHEC  Fernald Community Health Effects Committee 

FCP Fernald Closure Project  

FFCA Federal Facilities Compliance Agreement 

FLH Fernald Living History, Inc. 

FRESH Fernald Residents for Environmental Safety and Health 

LM Office of Legacy Management 

LMICP Legacy Management and Institutional Controls Plan 

LSO Local Stakeholder Organization 

LTS&M  long-term surveillance and maintenance 

MUEF Multi-Use Educational Facility 

NPL National Priorities List 

OLM Office of Legacy Management 

OSDF On-Site Disposal Facility 

OU Operable Unit 

RI/FS Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study 

ROD Record of Decision  

SARA Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986 

U.S. EPA U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
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In 1996, Fernald completed a 10-year environmental investigation to determine contamination levels and 

develop cleanup plans.  The significant investigation resulted in Records of Decision RODs, or final 

cleanup plans, for the five operable units.  After completing the engineering designs, the site’s cleanup 

program was organized into seven major projects to integrate fieldwork and improve safety and 

efficiency.  Those project areas included: 

 

• Aquifer Restoration 

• Building Demolition 

• Soil and Disposal Facility 

• Silos 1 and 2 

• Silo 3 

• Waste Pits 

• Waste Management/Nuclear Material Disposition 

 

The final mission of the FCP is to clean up the site in compliance with Fernald’s approved RODs.  

In 1999, DOE issued the Final Land Use Environmental Assessment that addressed recommendations and 

feedback received from the public. To ensure appropriate future use, the site will remain under federal 

ownership in perpetuity.  In support of public use of the site, DOE has restored natural resources on 

904 acres to compensate for natural resources that were destroyed or damaged by site operations and 

cleanup.  

 

Regulatory Framework 

 

In response to growing concern about health and environmental risks posed by hazardous waste sites, 

Congress established the Superfund Program in 1980 and SARA in 1986. U.S. EPA administers the 

Superfund Program in cooperation with individual states and tribal governments. The National Priorities 

List (NPL) is a list of top-priority hazardous waste sites that are eligible for extensive, long-term cleanup 

under the Federal Superfund Program. U.S. EPA placed Fernald on the NPL in November 1989 as the 

Feed Materials Production Center. All sites under the Superfund Program are regulated by CERCLA, as 

amended by SARA, and Subpart E of the National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency 

Plan, found in 40 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations Part 300.400. All cleanup activities must satisfy the 

requirements of CERCLA. 

 

In July 1986, DOE and U.S. EPA signed a Federal Facilities Compliance Agreement (FFCA) that 

established a procedural framework and schedule for developing appropriate response actions and 

facilitates cooperation and exchange of information. The FFCA initiated the Remedial 

Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS), a comprehensive environmental investigation conducted in and 

around Fernald to identify the nature and extent of contamination and to determine the best cleanup 

solutions.  
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Community Profile 
 

Fernald is located in southwest Ohio, approximately 18 miles northwest of Cincinnati and straddles the 

boundary between Butler and Hamilton Counties (Figure 1). The site is located near the unincorporated 

communities of Ross (northeast), Shandon (northwest), Fernald (south), New Baltimore (southeast), and 

New Haven (southwest). The site encompasses portions of Crosby, Ross, and Morgan Townships.  

  

Figure 1. Fernald Location Map 

 

Hamilton County is situated in the extreme southwestern corner of Ohio and covers an area of 414 square 

miles.  The county is the economic nucleus of the 13-county Cincinnati metropolitan area.  As of 2003, 

Hamilton County supported a population of 823,472, which is a decrease of 2.6 percent since 2000.  

Within the county are 37 municipalities, including 21 cities, 16 villages and 12 townships.   

 

Butler County is directly north of Hamilton County and covers an area of 467 square miles.  This county 

contains more wide-open spaces and is therefore less densely populated.  However, Butler County is 

showing a growth trend.  In 2003, the population estimate was 343,207, which is up 3.2 percent since 

2000. 

 

Most of the Fernald facility lies within Crosby Township, which has a population of 2,748.  Ross 

Township supports a population of 6,900, and Morgan Township has a population of 6,215.  All three 

townships are expecting dramatic population growth in the near term. 

 

The Great Miami River is located to the east of the Fernald site. Land use in the area consists primarily of 

residential, agricultural, and gravel excavation operations. Some land in the vicinity of Fernald is 

dedicated to housing developments, light industry, and parks. Local history also includes settlement of the  
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